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Rev. Br. Finnian Gallagher, O.H.

Director,

Hospitallers of St. John of God,

Saint John of God Association,

Colcha House, 129 Ormeau Rd,
BELFAST BT7 1SH
Roma, giovedì 25 giugno 2009
Dear Brother Finnian,

Thank you for the invitation to the celebration of the 10th. Anniversary of the  Establishment of the Saint John of God Association,  and the unveiling of a sculpture. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend as I only became aware of the event on my return to Rome from Africa on June 22nd. I hope the celebrations went well and that all entered into the spirit of the occasion.
I suppose if one were to take a look back to the events of 1999 both local, national or world wide the one event that would be missing, I think, was the establishment of the Saint John of God Association! Yet, in its own way the Services being provided by the Family of St. John of God in Belfast would rank among the important events that positively contributed to a better understanding among peoples, to peace and justice in society.  I say this because the practice of Hospitality in the manner of St. John of God is the antithesis of much that is wrong in society today. The arrival of John of God Hospitality in Belfast, the scene at that time of so much suffering caused by hatred, violence and discrimination was, and still is, a gift of God for all of the people and the Church in Northern Ireland. Your contribution to the humanization and tolerance in the society in which you live and minister, may not be that visible, except for the individuals and their families whom you serve, but like the river that runs deep what you have done over the past 10 years, and continue to do each day, has had and will continue to have, social impact. In this way, you contribute to the creation of an atmosphere of respect, tolerance and dignity that has a ripple effect for good in society.
In the name of St. John of God, therefore, I thank you for the manner in which you all continue his work. I encourage you to continue in this same spirit, work as a team with the Resident / Tenant and their  family’s interests the focus of your efforts, energy and planning. This will enable you to face the future with confidence and overcome the many difficulties and challenges that you face, not least of which these days must be the consequences of the ‘global financial crises,’ that we find ourselves in. I pray that through the intercession of St. John of God you will get the courage and wisdom that you need to face the future with hope, and to transmit this hope of a better future to the individuals and families served by St. John of God, some of whom may be losing hope. May St. John of God Association continue to grow and expand the services to more and more people, our sisters and brothers, in their time of vulnerability and need.
Congratulations, keep up the good work and may God bless and reward you all.
Sincerely yours in St. John of God.
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Br. Donatus Forkan, O.H.

Prior General
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